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; pacifism and aloofness from 
^government of the historic 
peace churches; the Quaker doc- 
|trine that 14 ve, expressed th~ 

|rough nonviolent resistance, is 
;a weapon against evil that re¬ 
moves* the occasion for violencei 
the pacifist elements contained 
within Christian socialism; and 
later the Social Gospel and 
- ty&graha doctrine of Gan- 
;ihi 2)'On a theoretical level 
h is one of the main crit- 
the "jtr 3 t‘~war icnto 1 an- 
rt it for nonviolence* Non- 
v:' ‘l‘'nt resistance to evil is 
; simply more practical;, less 
costly in every way, than war; 

vvice for spreading this 
ideal, he gives prime place to 
the gradual leavening influence 
of a small, determined minority* 

The following selection, from 
his Cate'chism of Nonresistance,, 
has an interesting history. 
Possibly the rudimentary out¬ 
line of a major work, the orig¬ 
inal text'has been lost, surv¬ 
iving only in the lengthy frag- 
meat Ballou sent to Tolstoy and 
which Tolstoy later published 
|in The Kingdom ,of God is Within 
jlouu 

THE CATECHISM OF NON- 
RESISTANCE 

|Qc. Whence comes the word non- 

sresistance? 

|Ac From the utterance; f5 But I 
Isay unto you, That ye resist 
|hot evil» ff - Math* 5, 39* 

!Qc What does this word denote? 

A* It denotes a lofty Christian j 
virtue, commanded by Christ, 

Q„ Are we to understand the word 
nonresistance in its broad sense 
that is, as meaning that one 
should offer no resistance to 
evil whatsoever? 

Ac No; it should be understood | 
literally as Christ taught it - f 
that is, not to return evil for { 













evil . Evil should, be resisted 
by all lawful means, but not by 
evil. 


Qc From what does it appear that. 
Christ gave that meaning to non- 
resistance? 

A. From the words which he used 
on that occasion. He said: "Ye 
have heard that it hath been 
said, An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth. But I say 
unto you, That ye resist not 
evil: but whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek, turn 
to him the other also. And if 
any man sue thee at the law., and 
taka away thy coat, let him havs 
thy cloke also.’ 1 
Q, Whom did he mean by the words 
"Ye have heard that it hath beer 
said? 

Ao The patriarchs and the proph¬ 
ets, and that which they spoke 
and which is contained in the 
Old Testament, that the Jews 
generally call the Law and Pro¬ 
phets. 

Q. To what laws did Christ allu¬ 
de in the words: "Ye have heard? 
A. To those in which Hoah, Moses 
and other prophets grant the use 
of persoanl violence against 
those who commit it, for the pu¬ 
rpose of punishing and destroy¬ 
ing evil deeds. 

Qo Mention such commandments. 

A. "'whosoever sheddeth taan^s 
blood, by man shall hi3 blood 
be shed." Gen. 9, 6 
"He that smiteth a man, so that 
he die, shall be surely put to 
death. And if any mischief 
follow, then thou shalt give 
life for life, eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, 
foot for foot, burning for burn¬ 
ing, wound for wound, stripe for 
stripe." EX.C21, 12, 23, 24, 25. 
"And be that killeth any man 
shall surely be put to death. 





And if a man cause a blemish in 
his neighbor; as he hath done, 
so shall it be done to him; 
breach for breach, eye for eye 
jtooth for tooth." Lev.G24 ''? r 








"And the judges shall make dil- 
igent inouiaition; and beJ old 


1 V 

if the witness be-a false, wit¬ 
ness, and hath testified : alse 
against his brother; then shall 
ye do unto him, as he had 
thought to have done unto his 
brother® And thine eye s! all 
not pity: but life shall jO for 
life, eye for eye, tooth or 
tooth, hand for hand, foo ; for 
foot«” Deut. C19, IS - 21 
These are the injunctions of 
which Jesus speaks®. 

Noah, Moses, and the prop] ets 
taught that he who murder: , mu¬ 
tilates, or tortures his i eigh- 
bor doefch evil® In order to 
combat and destroy this e il, 

W the evil-doer must be cha; ti- 
' sed by death, mutilation, or 
some personal torture® Trans¬ 
gressions are to be avenged by 
transgressions, murder by aur- 
der, torture by t orture, evil 
by evil® Thus taught Koah, 
Koses, and the prophets® But 
Christ forbids all*this® The 
Gospel says: M I say unto you 
resist ye not evil, avengo not 
one transgression by another, 
but rather bear a repitit ion 
of the offense from the evil¬ 
doer®” That which has been 
allowed is now forbidden® Hav¬ 
ing understood what resi.st.uice 
we have been taught, we know 
exactly what Christ meant by 
^non-resistance®. 

Q« Did the teaching of th<- .An¬ 
cients admit of resisting tra¬ 
nsgression by transgression? 

A. Yes, but Christ forbade it® 

A Christian has no right in any 
case to take the life of, or 
to offend against the evi doer. 
Qo Kay he not kill or wound 
another in self-defense? 

A c No® 

Q® Kay he enter a complaint to 
the magistrate for the pu x>se 
of chastising the offende ? 

A® No® For that which he loss 
through others, he practically 
does for himself® 











Q„ May aa fight in the army ag 
ainst foreign or domestic enem 
ies? 

Ao Certainly note He can take 
no part in war ? or in the prep 
aration therefor* He cannot mak 
make use of weapons. He cannot 
resist one transgression by an¬ 
other, whether he is alone or in 
company, either personally or 
through other agents* 

May he voluntarily select or 
drill soldiers for the governme¬ 
nt ? .. . M ^ ■ y * •.* -XT •*. 

A«‘He cannot do this, if he wish 
es to be faithful to the law of 
Christ* 

Q 0 Play he voluntarily contribute 
tnonev to assist a government 
which is supported by military 
power, executions, and violence 
in general? 

No; unless the money is to be 
used for some special purpose, 
justifiable in itself, where the 
object and the means employed 
are good* || 

Q 0 May he pay taxes to such a 
government? 

k. No; he should not pay taxes j; 
on his own accord, but he should? 
aot resist the levying of a tax ; 
A tax imposed by the government 
Is levied independently of the 
will of the citizens-. It may not 
be resisted without recourse to 
violence, and a Christian should; 
not use violence; therefore he s 
must deliver his property to the : 
forced damage caused by author!. ; 

ties- J . ... 

Qc May a Christian vote at elec-; 

tions and take part in courts of; 
law d>r in the government? 

A* No* To take part in elections | 
courts of law, or in the admin¬ 
istration of government is the 
same thing as participation in 
the violence of the government , 
q„ fehat is the chief significan¬ 
ce of the doctrine of non-resis- 
ce? 

A„ To shbw that it is possible 
extirpate evil from one ■ 3 Cte 
heart, as well as from that of 
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